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Remember to check the

batteries in your smoke

detector.

Only a working smoke

detector can save your

life and the lives of those

you love.

Dear Friend,

These Fire Safety Tips

are very important

because they could

possibly help save a life.

After reviewing them

please pass them on to a

family member or friend.

You may request

additional copies of our

"Fire Safety Tips"

by visiting our web site at

www.ffsupport.org.

For more information
please call toll free 1-800-921-2022

Thank you for your support.
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A portable fire extinguisher can
save lives and property by putting
out a small fire or containing it
until the fire department arrives;
but portable extinguishers have
limitations. Because fire grows and
spreads so rapidly, the number one
priority for residents is to get out
safely.

Safety tips:
• Use a portable fire extinguisher when the fire is

confined to a small area, such as a wastebasket, and
is not growing; everyone has exited the building; the
fire department has been called or is being called;
and the room is not filled with smoke.

• To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the
word PASS:
- Pull the pin. Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle

pointing away from you, and release the locking
mechanism.

- Aim low. Point the extinguisher at the base of
the fire.

- Squeeze the lever slowly and evenly.
- Sweep the nozzle from side-to-side.

• For the home, select a multi-purpose extinguisher
(can be used on all types of home fires) that is large
enough to put out a small fire, but not so heavy as
to be difficult to handle.

• Choose a fire extinguisher that carries the label of
an independent testing laboratory.

• Read the instructions that come with the fire
extinguisher and become familiar with its parts
and operation before a fire breaks out. Local fire
departments or fire equipment distributors often
offer hands-on fire extinguisher training.

• Install fire extinguishers close to an exit and keep
your back to a clear exit when you use the device
so you can make an easy escape if the fire cannot
be controlled. If the room fills with smoke, leave
immediately.

• Know when to go. Fire extinguishers are one element
of a fire response plan, but the primary element is
safe escape. Every household should have a home
fire escape plan and working smoke alarms.

Children playing with fire cause
hundreds of deaths and thou-
sands of injuries each year.
Preschoolers are most likely to

start these fires, typically by playing with matches
and lighters, and are most likely to die in them.

• Most of the people killed in child-playing fires
are under 5, and such fires are the leading
cause of fire deaths among preschoolers.

• Roughly three out of every four child-playing
fires -- and at least four-fifths of associated
deaths and injuries -- involve matches or
lighters.

• Children also start fires by playing with
candles, stoves, fireworks and cigarettes.

• Among fatal home fires started by children
playing, three out of five involve children
igniting bedding, mattresses, upholstered
furniture or clothing.

• Just over half of child-playing fires in the
home start in a bedroom.

• Children who start fires may be children in
crisis, with the fires acting as cries for help
from stressful life experiences or abuse,
according to studies of fire-setting behavior.

Safety Tips
• Store matches and lighters out of children's

reach and sight, up high, preferably in a
locked cabinet.

• Never use lighters or matches as a source of
amusement for children; they may imitate you.

• If your child expresses curiosity about fire or
has been playing with fire, calmly but firmly
explain that matches and lighters are tools
for adults only.

• Use only lighters designed with child-resistant
features. Teach young children to tell an adult
if they see matches or lighters, and teach
school-age children to bring any matches or
lighters to an adult.

• Never leave matches or lighters in a bedroom
or any place where children may go without
supervision.

• If you suspect your child is intentionally
setting fires or unduly fascinated with fire, get
help. Your local fire department, school, or
community counseling agency can put you in
touch with trained experts.

Fire can spread rapidly through your home,
leaving you as little as two minutes to escape
safely once the alarm sounds. Your ability to
get out depends on advance warning from
smoke alarms, and advance planning — a
home fire escape plan that everyone in your
family is familiar with and has practiced.

Only one-fifth to one-fourth of households
(23%) have actually developed and practiced a
home fire escape plan to ensure they could
escape quickly and safely.

One-third of American households who made
an estimate thought they would have at least 6
minutes before a fire in their home would
become life-threatening. The time available is
often less. And only 8% said their first thought
on hearing a smoke alarm would be to get out!
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